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www.foundationbirmingham.org

ON THE COVER: These images  
represent just a few of the  
hundreds of valued partners,  
past and present, who make our 
work possible. 

The CommuniTy FoundaTion oF GreaTer BirminGham, established as a public 
charity in 1959, is dedicated to connecting people and resources with community needs 
and opportunities to make life better, today and tomorrow.  

Like some 700 CommuniTy FoundaTions aCross The u.s., your CommuniTy 
FoundaTion:
	 •		 	 Is	a	tax-exempt public charity, made up of a number of grantmaking funds  
       established by individuals, families and corporations. A volunteer board of   
        leading citizens oversees operations and invests funds to grow over time as a  
       perpetual endowment for the community. 
	 •				 awards high-impact grants to benefit nonprofit organizations, primarily in  
      Jefferson, Shelby, St. Clair, Blount and Walker counties.  
	 •				 Protects a donor’s wishes in perpetuity, with discretionary power to redirect  
      money from one nonprofit to another if the first organization ceases operation.  
	 •		 		 identifies current and emerging issues as a catalyst and convener, bringing  
          resources together to meet changing needs. 
	 •				 serves as a trusted advisor in growing philanthropy because of local knowledge  
   and community connections.  
	 •				 offers stability and flexibility for donors, through a variety of vehicles to support  
       favorite causes through current or estate giving. 
 
CommuniTy FoundaTions are one oF The FasTesT GrowinG Forms oF  
PhiLanThroPy Today. wiThin ThaT FieLd, your CommuniTy FoundaTion is: 
	 •			 	 The largest and oldest community foundation in Alabama.
	 •			 		ranked in top 50 in national survey of 700 community foundations for assets, 
        grants made and gifts received. 
	 •		 	 Certified in compliance with national standards for community foundations.

First executive director: When Peggy spain mcdonald was named executive  

director in 1964, she began a tradition of leadership that continues to build recognition of 

your Community Foundation on the local and national level. sheila Blair became the first 

paid executive director in 1992, followed by mimi Tynes and kate nielsen, who serves as 

president today.

First grantmaking fund: mervyn and dorah sterne established the first grantmaking 

fund within your Community Foundation, an Advised Fund that they used for their family’s 

charitable giving throughout their lifetime. Our first-ever grant, $100 to Fairhaven Methodist 

Retirement Home, was made by the Sterne Fund in December 1959.

First unrestricted gift:	As	secretary	of	the	Tarrant	Board	of	Education	and	a	Sunday	

School teacher, Gaby savage Baldwin cared about children and their education. Her 

$325,000 bequest in 1965 in memory of husband Paul Savage was the first unrestricted 

gift to the Community Foundation.

Largest unrestricted gift:	In	1972,	a	$3	million	bequest	from	the	Spain	estate	became	

the	largest	unrestricted	gift	to	the	Community	Foundation.	Today,	thanks	to	careful	 

stewardship and the power of endowment, the grantmaking fund that bears the name of 

Frank and margaret spain has grown to $20 million, while making grants totaling more 

than $27 million and touching every part of our community, from pre-school education to 

the UAB Biomedical Research Building.

Board oF direCTors 
Neal	R.	Berte,	Ed.D.	 
F. Dixon Brooke Jr.  
Ralph D. Cook  
H. Corbin Day  
Edward	M.	Friend	III,	2009	Chair	 
Gillian W. Goodrich  
M. Miller Gorrie  
Ronne M. Hess  
Robert Holmes Jr.  
John D. Johns  
Don Logan  
Carl	E.	Miller	III		  
G. Ruffner Page Jr.  
Margaret M. Porter  
William	E.	Smith	Jr,	2010	Chair 
Cameron M. Vowell, Ph.D. 

Former Board
Douglas Arant *
Kirkwood R. Balton*
Robert W. Block *
W. Houston Blount
Donald C. Brabston*
Houston Brice*
Milton Brooks *
Ben B. Brown*
William J. Cabaniss *
Thomas	N.	Carruthers
Jeffrey H. Cohn, M.D.
J. Mason Davis
Frank Dominick*
Marvin	R.	Engel
Edward	M.	Friend	Jr.	*
Henry C. Goodrich
Mrs. Horace Hammond *
Susan N. Haskell
A. Gerow Hodges*   
Crawford	T.	Johnson	III*
Hugh Kaul *
Ted	C.	Kennedy
Thomas	H.	Lowder
Rosalind W. Markstein
Jack D. McSpadden *
William	W.	McTyeire	Jr.*
Edward	Norton	*
Van L. Richey
William	J.	Rushton	III
Richard O. Russell Jr., M.D.
Carole W. Samuelson, M.D.*
James	E.	Simpson*
John W. Simpson, M.D. *
William	M.	Spencer	III
Mervyn H. Sterne *
Thomas	A.S.	Wilson,	M.D.
Odessa Woolfolk
Robert H. Yoe Jr., M.D.
*deceased

In	Memoriam	Aeternam
Peggy Spain McDonald

www.foundationbirmingham.org  | 205-327-3800
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“The Community Foundation has our trust that 
they will find many great projects over the  

coming years and make them happen, as they 
have done in the past.” 

GeoFF Connor
Advised Fund and Community Catalyst Fund 

donor	with	his	wife	Tammy

YOUR COMMUNITY FOUNDATION:
CONNECTING PEOPLE TO MAKE LIFE BETTER

Dear Community,

						Every	day	at	the	Community	Foundation	of	Greater	Birmingham,	we	are	reminded	

of the character of this community through the people who live and work in our five-

county area and all those who have been part of our 50-year history. We see this 

character expressed through compassionate generosity and caring for others and it 

is amazing.

     So, what is the Community Foundation of Greater Birmingham? We are a community 

endowment dedicated to transforming our community in three primary ways:  We are 

a trusted partner in growing philanthropy, we are a high-impact grantmaker, and we 

are a convener and a catalyst.  

   We grow philanthropy by providing a vehicle for individuals, for families and for 

businesses to give back through donor designated funds and other charitable tools.  

Our pool of unrestricted Community Funds is used to award competitive, high-im-

pact grants to support nonprofit organizations.  Since 1959, we have distributed 

more than $200 million in grants. 

     Our grant review process is thorough and intense. You can imagine the community 

knowledge we gather from this work and we share this information with our 

supporters	 to	 leverage	 additional	 resources.	 	 The	 result	 has	 been	 an	 ability	 to	

strengthen the region through innovative initiatives and quality services to donors 

and nonprofit organizations. 

				All	this	leads	me	to	our	final	and	most	important	role	as	convener	and	catalyst.		In	

preparing for our 50th anniversary, we listened to the community. We asked grant 

recipients, donors, professional advisors, business and grassroots leaders, “what do 

you want from your community foundation in its next 50 years?”  We heard the same 

thing from everyone: be the catalyst for big, transformational change.		In	response,	we	

created our new Community Catalyst Funds that will be used as venture philanthropy 

to catalyze innovative community initiatives again and again in the years ahead.

    now, i want to ask you to do a few things for our community: 

	 •		 Think about how you can use the Community Foundation to maximize your  

   impact on this community, today, with your family, with your business.

	 •		 Think about	your	legacy.		It	is	so	easy	for	you	to	have	your	hands	on	our	

   community forever by including your favorite charities and the Community  

   Foundation in your estate plan. 

	 •  use the power of your philanthropy to create a brighter future for our  

   community and for the next generation. 

					Imagine	looking	back	50	years	down	the	road,	as	we	achieve	the	“next	big	 

thing”	–	and	the	next,	and	the	next…..together!		I	look	forward	to	this	journey	 

 with you.

 

 

Kate Nielsen

President

“As a former board member and donor, I respect 
the Community Foundation for its thorough  

assessment of community needs and its  
passionate advocacy of bettering the quality of 

life available to all residents.”

odessa wooLFoLk
Former board member and donor

“Giving to the Community Foundation and  
giving to my community absolutely are one  

and the same.” 
Guin roBinson

Legacy and Community Catalyst Fund donor
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Your CommunitY Foundation:  
Partner in growing PhilanthroPY1

We make giving easy, flexible and effective, accepting a wide variety of gifts from cash 
and appreciated stocks to real estate and more complex assets, always with maximum tax  
advantage, whether you are giving during your lifetime or through your estate plan.  We 
work with individuals, families and businesses to create a customized giving plan that 
meets your charitable goals.  

donor advised Funds are one of the fastest growing forms of philanthropy.  For a minimum 
gift of $15,000, we will create a personalized grantmaking fund that involves you and your 
family in hands-on philanthropy as you instill your charitable values.  You can benefit from 
the extensive community knowledge of our staff and learn about opportunities to leverage 
your own dollars with those of the Community Foundation.  

GiVinG ToGeTher
UAB graduate student megan riser appreciates the fact that her father, a.B. “Buster” riser, 
found an easy way for her and her brother to participate in family giving. A Family Advised Fund  
provides access to the expertise of Community Foundation staff and chances to explore exciting giving  
opportunities with health initiatives, an area of particular focus for the Riser family.  

“My father wanted to find a vehicle for me and my brother to be ‘hands-on’ with our family’s  
philanthropy – something we could do together as a family that was meaningful to us. Now we know 
this is our Community Foundation, too.”   - Megan Riser

other types of grantmaking funds available through your Community Foundation: 

•  agency endowment Funds offer nonprofit organizations an efficient way to increase their sustainability.  

•		Community Funds are unrestricted in nature and provide funding for high-impact grants annually.

•	 Community Catalyst Funds	serve	as	venture	capital	and	involve	donors	in	transformational	projects.

•	 designated Funds perpetuate your support for a favorite charity.

•		Field of interest Funds focus your gifts towards a particular area, such as arts or education.

•		scholarship Funds provide higher education opportunities to the next generation.

“My relationship with the Community Foundation was born out of 
my desire to assist minority students financially.  The longevity of 

the relationship has been the result of the sincerity and  
character strength of every person at the Community  

Foundation who worked with me.  The emphasis has never been 
on the size of the gift; but always on how they could help me use 

my resources to meet the needs of those I wanted to help.”
~ Willie T. Grant, Seeds of Love Scholarship Fund donor  
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BirminGham ChanGe Fund GiVinG CirCLe
Members of the Birmingham Change Fund, a giving circle of young African-Americans pooling their 
time, talent and treasure to create positive change in Birmingham, have made grants of more than 
$25,000 to nine organizations and contributed hundreds of volunteer hours in additional support.  

“I love the fact that a group of thinking people who didn’t know each other in the beginning could 
develop the necessary levels of trust required to put our money together for an ideal – not a specific 
program or personal agenda – just an ideal.”   ~ Ed Fields, Birmingham Change Fund member   

The women’s Fund GiVinG CirCLes
Social change requires resources: people-power, collected voices and pooled gifts. Giving Circles at 
The	Women’s	Fund	support	initiatives	for	issues	that	disproportionately	affect	women	and	girls.	Gifts	
of	$20	to	$10,000	from	women	attorneys	were	pooled	to	fund	TWF’s	nationally	recognized	domestic	 
violence initiative, Voices Against Violence.  A giving circle supported by women in the financial arena 
is focusing on a multi-pronged initiative to move women out of poverty. 

ChariTaBLe GiFT annuiTies
Setting up a Charitable Gift Annuity to benefit a favorite local charity, church or synagogue is simple 
using	 your	 Community	 Foundation.	 The	 annuity	 provides	 a	 guaranteed income stream to the  
designated beneficiary, with the remainder benefiting the donor’s preferred charity at his or her death. For  
members	of	Temple	Emanu-El,	this	was	a	great	option	in	supporting	a	recent	endowment	campaign.

“It’s a wonderful opportunity to support my temple and the Community Foundation, two wonderful 
things, with one gift.  This will provide a small benefit to me in my lifetime, but a great benefit to the 
community in the future.” ~ Betty Allenberg Goldstein, Temple Emanu-El member

“I have been referring clients to the Community Foundation for over 30 years.  Not only does the  
Community Foundation provide donors with exceptional administrative and technical assistance, but it 
also helps connect personal charitable goals with vital strategic needs.  I have never had a dissatisfied 

client who used the Community Foundation as a part of their personal or family stewardship.”  
~ Kirby Sevier, Maynard, Cooper & Gale, P.C.

ProFessionaL adVisors – our key ParTners
We partner with professional advisors of all kinds – attorneys, accountants, financial planners and others – to enhance your client 
relationships and provide a full range of services to you and your clients.
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ChariTaBLe reaL esTaTe FoundaTion
If	you	are	 looking	 for	new	ways	 to	support	your	 favorite	charity,	 take	a	 look	right	under	your	 feet	or	 right	around	the	corner.	 	 In	 the	
United	States,	more	wealth	 is	held	 in	 real	estate	 than	 in	stocks	and	bonds	combined.	 	The	Charitable	Real	Estate	Foundation	was	
created by your Community Foundation to harness the enormous untapped charitable potential this asset represents.  Learn more at  
www.givingrealestate.org or by calling 205-327-3805. 

 GiVinG reaL esTaTe is simPLe. 

 Our volunteer board of directors helps streamline the gift process and maximize the value of your property.   

 GeneraTe reVenue For your FaVoriTe ChariTy. 
	 If	you	have	no	more	use	for	a	building	or	a	piece	of	property,	even	out	of	state,	your	excess	capacity	can	help	a	local	
 nonprofit do even more for people right here at home.  

 you or your Business Can GeT a Tax deduCTion. 
 Whether you donate a vacation home, a warehouse your business no longer needs or undeveloped lots in a subdivision,  
	 you	can	gain	maximum	tax	benefit	for	this	donation	through	the	Charitable	Real	Estate	Foundation.	

 we work wiTh ProFessionaL adVisors and aGenTs.  
 We appreciate the important role of professionals in advising prospective donors and keep you involved in the process   
 and in the transaction whenever appropriate.

FamiLy home CreaTes LeGaCy
Bob Luckie remade the family home into a new resource for philanthropy. Working with professional advisors Greg Hyde, L.B. Feld 
and Lloyd Wilson, he decided to deed a remainder interest in the family home to the Community Foundation during his lifetime. He  
continued to pay the costs of the home as long as he lived there and, at his death in 2007, proceeds from the sale were used to establish 
the Luckie Family Advised Fund.

 

“The work of the Charitable Real Estate Foundation is so important because whatever 
money we derive through these gifts stays in the community. The assets held in real 
estate can be used to benefit all sorts of worthy charities. I know of no other single 
organization that has the mechanism, the logistics and the means to handle gifts of real 
estate. Now top-flight professionals can help caring people turn real estate into an asset 
for the community.” ~Peyton Norville, Charitable Real Estate Foundation board member, 2009 Chair

“Dad’s advisors helped him create an effective plan for his estate. He always cared about 
the community, and this is just one more way that he showed it.  Through this Advised 
Fund, we will be able to give back to the community for generations to come and  
continue to be part of the important work of the Community Foundation.”
~ Robert E. Luckie III
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Partner in Planned giVing:
honoring Your legaCY ForeVer

CommuniTy BuiLders LeGaCy soCieTy 

The	gifts	of	generous	and	forward-thinking	individuals	in	the	past	make	possible	our	work	today.		Community	Builders,	our	legacy	

society, honors those who have chosen to leave their indelible mark on our community through a gift from their estate to the  

Community Foundation.  

 

As	a	Community	Builder	you	can	join	others	who	choose	to	provide	for	future	needs	and	opportunities	that	we	cannot	predict.		 

Your gift provides a permanent source of community capital and a philanthropic legacy for your children and grandchildren.  

PLanned GiFTs Come in many sizes and Forms, From simPLe To ComPLex: 

	 •		Bequest

	 •		Transfer	upon	death	(immediate	transfer	of	securities	or	brokerage	accounts)	

	 •		Life	insurance	

	 •		Retirement	assets	

	 •		Life-income	arrangements,	such	as	charitable	gift	annuities	or	charitable	remainder	trusts

sPeCiaL oPPorTuniTies For your LeGaCy GiFT 
•   Create an advised fund to ensure that your heirs inherit much more than money. You may   
	 	designate	them	as	advisors	to	recommend	charitable	gifts	after	you	are	gone.	They	will		 	
  inherit your value of giving back through a simple yet enduring vehicle that unites them   
  with each other and the community.
•		 	support community needs and opportunities through an unrestricted gift to our Community  
   Funds and be a part of high-impact grantmaking forever. 
•		 	engage in venture philanthropy by pooling your gift with others through a contribution to  
  Community Catalyst Funds.  
•		 	secure the future of your favorite nonprofit organization with a legacy gift to establish an agency  
  endowment or designated fund.

a FamiLy TradiTion oF GiVinG 

e. T. Brown Jr. set	 aside	 IRA	 assets	 to	 establish	 the	 E.T.	

Brown Jr. Family Fund after his death.  As a former trust 

officer who advised many clients to use the Community 

Foundation, his gift was particularly meaningful and a  

testament to his long-term commitment to give back to 

greater Birmingham.  His three adult children, as well as his 

grandchildren,	are	now	perpetuating	E.	T.	Brown’s	vision.		 

“This family fund allows Dad’s 
memory to continue on. His name  

and his efforts will lend aid and 
comfort to a lot of people, and 

provide a way for my two sons to 
follow in their grandfather’s  

tradition of giving.” 
 ~ E.T. Brown III
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thank You, thank You, thank You
Through	more	than	375	different	grantmaking	funds,	we	have	made	more	than	$200	million	in	grants	
to nonprofit organizations in our region and beyond.  Behind each of these funds are generous donors 

with a spirit of service stretching over the past 50 years.

CommuniTy Funds
Lucille Stewart Beeson Fund

Houston A. Brice, Jr. Fund

Florence S. & William J. Cabaniss  

  Unrestricted Fund

Mae Wilson Camp Fund

Community Fund of Greater Birmingham

Judy & Doug Cross Fund

Engel Family Unrestricted Fund

John L. Gadd Fund

Goodrich Family Unrestricted Fund

Frances Spain Hodges Fund

Hugh Kaul Fund

H.T. & Patricia Montgomery Fund

Kate & Claude Nielsen Fund

Edward J. Ott Fund

Ruth W. Ott Fund

Helen S. & George M. Rust Fund

Frank E. Spain Fund

Frank E. & Margaret Cameron Spain Fund

Doris Williams Tate Fund

6 funds created by donors who wish to   

  remain anonymous

FieLd oF inTeresT Funds
Art Supply Fund for Birmingham City   

  Schools

Dwight Beeson Fund (Health,  

  Human Services)

Lucille Beeson Fund for the Poor

Birmingham Change Fund (Education,  

  Economics, Healthcare)

Sheila S. Blair Fund for Children

Burnie & Verda Clifton Memorial Fund  

  (Environment, Health, Human Services)

Claud D. Cotten, III Inner City Youth Fund

Education Fund for Greater Birmingham

Emergency Response Fund (Disaster Relief)

Emily Fund for Education & the Arts

EyeSight Foundation of Alabama Fund

Fund for the Environment

Housing Stability Fund

Lifeline to Long Beach (Mississippi) Fund  

  (Disaster Relief for Long Beach)

Carol & Henry McHenry Fund (Health,  

  Human Services)

Musical Instrument Fund for  

  Birmingham City Schools

Neighborhood Fund (Neighborhood  

  Revitalization)

School Readiness Fund (Pre-Kindergarten)

Strings for Students Fund (String &  

  General Music Programs)

Martha Moore Sykes Fund for the Arts

June & David Thurlow Fund (Children,  

  Families, Young Women)

Yes We Can! Birmingham Fund (benefiting  

  Birmingham City Schools)

the Women’s Fund oF Greater  

  BirminGham

adVised Funds
Alabama I.C.E. Northern Alabama  

  District Fund

Edgar G. & Kay S. Aldridge Advised Fund

Candice W. Bagby & Lindsay V.  

  Rogers Fund

Charles P. Bagby Fund

Nelda Barton-Collings Charitable Fund

Elliot & Bette Bell Advised Fund

Birmingham News Employees’ Advised Fund

Blair Family Advised Fund

Botsford Family Fund

E. T. Brown Family Fund

Carl G. Buck & Pauline B. Buck Trust  

  Advised Fund

Butrus Family Advised Fund

Bryan & Pinkie Hutcheson Chace Fund

Christenson/Stevens/Dugger Family  

  Advised Fund

Connor Fund

John J. Cowin Advised Fund

Charles & Elizabeth Cranford Fund

Stewart Mott Dansby Fund

Davis Family Fund

de Buys Family Advised Fund

Daniel E. Drennen, II Family Fund

Billy & Lorena Dunham Advised Fund

Leon W. Edwards Advised Fund

John Durr & Marilyn Williams Elmore Fund

Ellen & Fred Elsas Fund

Energen Advised Fund

Engel Family Advised Fund

EWT Donor Advised Fund

Wayne & Sara C. Finley Family  

  Charitable Fund

Catharine & Edward Friend Fund

William Paul Glass, Sr. Fund

Goldenrod Fund

Gray Grants Fund

Shaf & Vivian Gregory Fund

Hanson Advised Fund

Della & C.B. Hardy Family Fund

Robert Alexander Hawkins Fund

Hal T. & Margaret J. Heath Fund

Phil & Betsy Henle Advised Fund

Bob & Pat Hicks Family Fund

Horsley Family Fund

Horton Family Advised Fund

Hulsey Family Fund

William R. Ireland, Sr. Family Advised Fund

Caroline E. Jackson Fund

James 2:14-20 Fund

Jefferson County Public Health Fund

Jemison Investment Company Advised Fund

Virginia & Crawford Johnson Fund

Jones Family Fund

Bill & Betty Jordan Fund

Kennedy/Clayton Fund

Richard A. Kilgore Family Foundation

Christine C. & Wayne W. Killion  

  Advised Fund

Sheryl & Jon Kimerling Family Fund

Harold D. King Memorial Fund

Kinnett/Oliver Fund

Donald & Gina Korn Family Fund

Robert & Mary Lewis Advised Fund

Gary & Eve London Advised Fund

Longenecker Family Fund

Thomas H. & Jarman F. Lowder Fund

Luckie Family Advised Fund

George G. Lynn Advised Fund

Henry S. Lynn, Jr. Advised Fund

Mac & Tosh Fund

Malone Family Foundation Fund

Marks/Porter Advised Fund

Matthew 25 Fund

McFadden Family Fund

Lisa Q. & Charles D.

  Miller Charitable Fund

Charles A. Miller, Jr. Fund

Miller Family Advised Fund

Kathryn & Ben Miree Charitable Fund

Never Give Up Fund

Nielsen Family Fund

M. Kim & Shin J. Oh Family Fund

Page Family Advised Fund

Page-Broughton Family Advised Fund

Carleton Benners Parnell Charitable Fund

Patton-Hendrix Advised Fund

Pearce Family Advised Fund

Pittman Family Advised Fund

Ellen H. Powell Advised Fund

John & Nancy Poynor Fund

Rand-Lupton Advised Fund

Rhoden/Kontomitras Fund

Richey Family Fund

Richard S. & Elna B. Riley Family  

  Advised Fund

Harold W. Ripps Fund

Riser Family Fund

Dorah Sterne Rosen Advised Fund

Rusty, Deak, & Tunstall Rushton  

  Charitable Fund

Samuelson Fund for the Promotion of  

  Public Health

The Seedling Fund

Elizabeth & Jack Shannon Family  

  Advised Fund

Mary Smith Slaughter Fund

Mayfield Ezekiel Slaughter Fund

George H. & Jan F. Smith Advised Fund

Nancy & Murray Smith Advised Fund

Robert H. Sprain Advised Fund

Theresa Bruno Sprain Advised Fund

Richard J. & Charlotte Rushton Stockham  

  Advised Fund

Barbara & Cris Stone Fund

Summersell Family Fund

Sunshine Times Fund

Robert G. & Ann C. Tate Family  

  Advised Fund

Crawford & Marlene Taylor Family Fund

George & Honey Taylor Charitable Fund

Three S Fund

C. O. Trotter Advised Fund

William D. Tynes, Jr. Donor Advised Fund

Samuel Ullman Fund

VBS Advised Fund

Vulcan Materials Adopt-A-School Fund

Wainwright Family Fund

Susan Chu Walley Fund

Dr. Philip & Jane Walton Family Fund

Watauga Fund

Watkins Family Advised Fund

White/Cater Family Fund 

David White Family Fund

Howard F. Williamson, Jr. Family Fund

Lloyd & Sherry Wilson Fund

Laura & David Woodruff Charitable Fund

Yoder Family Fund

Diane & Gary C. Youngblood Fund

73 funds created by donors who wish  

  to remain anonymous 



desiGnaTed Funds
Birmingham City Schools Education Fund

Black Warrior-Cahaba Rivers Land  

  Trust Fund

D. Joseph & Ida C. Burns Designated Fund

D. Joseph & Ida C. Burns Designated  

  Trinity Fund

Matt Byrne Memorial Scouting Fund

Phyllis Cain Designated Fund

Mary Elizabeth Callier Designated Fund

Maggie Dix Fund for the Friends of Cats  

  & Dogs Foundation

Freshwater Land Trust-Village Creek Linear  

  Greenways Project Fund

W. Felix Harris, Jr. Designated Fund

Land Trust-U.S. Steel Designated Fund

Fariss Gambrill Lynn Fund

Hazel K. Nabors Family Fund

Hazel K. Nabors Memorial Fund

Hazel K. Nabors/Shelley Family Fund

Newcomen Society of Alabama  

  Education Fund

Opera Association Fund

Harold & Regina Simon Fund

Virginia Beeland Spencer Lecture Fund

Three Parks Initiative Fund

Turkey Creek Environmental Education  

  Center Fund

Wiregrass Foundation-Nonprofit Resource  

  Center Designated Fund

Viola A. & Henry Witte, Sr. Memorial Fund

18 funds created by donors who wish  

  to remain anonymous

sChoLarshiP Funds
ACIPCO/Eagan Scholarship Fund

Award for Excellence Fund

Community Foundation Scholarship Fund

Environmental Litigation Group  

  Scholarship Fund

Bessie Estell Fund

Excalibur Education Foundation Fund

Jack Farr Scholarship Fund

Cindy Norman Hines Scholarship Fund

I Have A Dream Foundation Fund

J. Stephen Morris Memorial Fund

Seeds of Love Scholarship Fund

Herman E. & Eva E. Sellers Helping  

  Hand Fund

James M. Sims USMCR Scholarship Fund

aGenCy endowmenT Funds
Birmingham AIDS Outreach Fund

Birmingham Botanical Society Fund

Birmingham Botanical Society, Inc.  

  Auxiliary Fund

Birmingham Botanical Society Herb  

  Garden Fund

Birmingham Children’s Theatre,  

  James W. Rye Memorial Fund

Birmingham East Rotary Fund

Birmingham Fern Society Fund

Birmingham International Festival  

  Fund for the Future

Birmingham Public Library Health  

  Workers Fund

Birmingham Public Library-Hibbert  

  M. Weathers, Jr. Fund

Bruno Vegetable Garden Fund 

Pamela Nordean Cezayirli Alabama Head  

  Injury Foundation Fund

Community Foundation of Greater  

  Birmingham Administrative  

  Endowment Fund

Crisis Center Fund

Episcopal Housing Foundation, Inc.  

  Endowment Fund

Freshwater Land Trust-Village Creek  

  Project Coordinator Fund

Friends of Winnataska, Inc. Fund

Grace House Ministries Endowment Fund

Greater Birmingham Humane Society Fund

Hand-In-Paw Fund

Jefferson County Council on Aging- 

  Meals on Wheels Fund

Jemison Lily Garden Fund

Junior League of Birmingham 150 Fund

Junior League of Birmingham Fund

Katherine Inn Fund

Hugh & Bobbe Kaul Wildflower  

  Garden Fund

Kiwanis Club of Homewood-Mountain Brook  

  Foundation Fund

Legacy of Smiles Fund

Literacy Council of Central Alabama Fund

McAvoy Botanical Fund

Mental Health Association Endowment Fund

MMI Alumni Brigade Fund 

Opera Birmingham Endowment Fund

Perley Botanical Society, Inc. Fund

Rotary Club of Birmingham  

  Foundation Fund

Spring Valley School Endowment Fund

Thurston W. Sumner Endowment Fund

Wendell H. Taylor Japanese Garden Fund

United Way of Central Alabama  

  Endowment Fund

United Way of Central Alabama IBM  

  Internship Fund

YWCA Foundation Agency Endowment Fund

CommuniTy 
CaTaLysT Funds
Berte Family Catalyst Fund

Blair Family Catalyst Fund

Alice Meriwether Bowsher Catalyst Fund

Community Catalyst Fund

Connor Catalyst Fund

John Durr Elmore Community Catalyst Fund

Catharine & Eddie Friend Catalyst Fund

Goldenrod Catalyst Fund

Mike & Gillian Goodrich Fund 

Frances & Miller Gorrie Catalyst Fund

Mike & Suzanne Graham Catalyst Fund

Jay Grinney & Melanie Parker Catalyst Fund

Haskell Catalyst Fund

Ronne & Donald Hess Catalyst Fund

William R. Ireland Sr. Family Catalyst Fund

Jemison Investment Company, Inc.  

  Catalyst Fund

Johns Family Catalyst Fund

Jones Family Catalyst Fund

Killion Family Fund

Logan Family Catalyst Fund

Heather & Phillip McWane Catalyst Fund

Miller Family Catalyst Fund 

Ann & Hugh Morgan Fund

Kate & Claude Nielsen Catalyst Fund

Porter Family Catalyst Fund

Richey Family Community Catalyst Fund

Ritter Family Community Catalyst Fund

Rushing Family Community Catalyst Fund

Stone Family Community Catalyst Fund

Cameron & Scott Vowell Catalyst Fund

Anne & Mike Warren Family Catalyst Fund

Jane Kaul & Walter Wilson Catalyst Fund

6 funds created by donors who wish  

  to remain anonymous

CommuniTy BuiLders
LeGaCy soCieTy
Florence S. Adams*

Edgar G. & Kay S. Aldridge

Ruby S. & John P.* Ansley
Charles P. Bagby
Gaby Savage Baldwin*
Carole & Bob Barnett
Dwight* & Lucille* Beeson
Jan Bell 
Dr. & Mrs. Neal R. Berte
N.C.* & Verna Black
Judge Sharon L. Blackburn
Clarence & Sheila Blair
Tom* & Mary* Bradford
Betty & Houston* Brice
E.T. Brown, Jr.*
Carl G.* & Pauline B.* Buck
D. Joseph* & Ida C.* Burns
William J. Cabaniss, Sr.*
Phyllis Cain*
Mary Elizabeth Callier*
Mae Wilson Camp*
Burnie* & Verda* Clifton
Judith Crittenden & Philippe Lathrop

Richard Dabney

James D. & Jo T. Davis

Maggie Dix*

John Durr & Marilyn Williams* Elmore

Dorothy & Walter Fletcher

Edward & Catharine Friend

Brian & Elene Giattina

Betty A. Goldstein

Betty & Bill* Grayson

Eleanor Griffin

Victor H. Hanson II

W. Felix Harris, Jr.*

Phil & Betsy Henle

Jean Hight*

J. Ernest* & OraLee* Hill

Frances Spain Hodges*

Brenda & William Howell

Bill & Gloria Howton

Ken Jackson

Michael & Lynn Jared

Richard A. Kilgore

Sandra R. Killion

Liz & Jim King

Mildred Anne Lee

Robert W. Lee & Beverly G. Lee

Bill & Judy Lewis

Virginia & Raeford Liles

Robert Luckie, Jr.*

Edwin Burnett* Miller &  

  Mrs. Mary Louise Miller 

William M. Miller

Kathryn W. Miree

Hugh Jackson Morgan, Jr.

Hazel K. Nabors*

Kate & Claude Nielsen

Mrs. Avis Norman*

Edward J.* & Ruth W.* Ott

J.M. Parker
Trudy M. Phillips
Richard S.* & Elna B.* Riley
Guin Robinson
Wendy & Steve Rodde
Emily Jones Rushing
Paul & Carole* Samuelson
Estelle Silverstein
Nancy & Murray Smith
Margaret C.* & Frank E.* Spain
Mr. & Mrs. William M. Spencer III
Elton B. Stephens, Jr. Family
Martha Moore Sykes
Doris Williams Tate*
Mr. & Mrs. Robert G. Tate
Tom & Glenda Thompson
David Thurlow
Mimi W. Tynes
Jeanne B. Voigt
Cameron McDonald Vowell
Dr. Phillip Watkins
Edgar & Louise Welden
Thomas M. West, Jr.
Lloyd & Sherry Wilson
Plus 75 donors who wish to be anonymous 

*Deceased 

Listing as of 8/11/09
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Your CommunitY Foundation: 
high-imPaCt grantmaker

Our generous community has made possible more than $200 million in grants over 
the past 50 years	 from	 more	 than	 375	 different	 grantmaking	 funds.	 	 Included	 in	 that	 
number are about $2 million in high-impact grants each year from Community Funds and Field 
of interest Funds, dedicated always to serving the most pressing needs of our community.  

Our professional staff has an in-depth understanding of the issues, opportunities and resources 
that shape our community. We use a competitive grant process to respond to the needs of  
local nonprofit organizations in a variety of areas, from health and human services to education, 
environment and the arts. We can help you learn more about local agencies and programs that 
make a difference in areas you care about most. 

2

ParenTs BeCome a ChiLd’s FirsT, BesT TeaChers
Not all parents understand the vital role they play in preparing young 
children	 for	 success	 in	school	and	 in	 life.	The Bear Facts for Families 
program at the st. Clair Children’s advocacy Center uses a series of 
monthly home visits to educate parents about everything from language 
development to the prevention of child abuse. A Community Fund grant 
expanded this program to serve 200 families with children up to age 3.

 
Jones VaLLey urBan Farm
What began in 2002 on a small vacant lot on Birmingham’s Southside is 
now the nationally recognized Jones Valley urban Farm, growing produce and 
flowers on a 3-acre block in downtown Birmingham and another 25 acres 
in	Mt.	Laurel.	You	can	enjoy	the	results	in	local	restaurants	and	markets	like	 
Pepper Place or drive by after work on a weekday afternoon and take your 
pick right from the source. JVUF is educating and reconnecting children to the 
source	of	their	food.	Even	adults	benefit,	taking	classes	in	organic	gardening, 
nutrition and how to develop a 
community garden.

Funded with a grant from the 
Community Foundation in 2007, 
seed 2 Plate has reached out 
to 1,400 second- through fifth- 

graders who learned about gardening, cooking and nutrition through field  
trips to the farm and nearby kitchen at the Downtown YMCA Youth Center.  
Other Community Foundation grants helped to spark the creation of the 
Arts and Science of Agriculture program in 2003, hire an Urban Agriculture 
coordinator in 2004 and hire a Community Nutrition Coordinator in 2008.   

here are a Few examPLes oF our hiGh imPaCT GranTmakinG:
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sheLBy CounTy arTs CounCiL
Since its inception in 2005, the shelby County arts Council has served 1,500 children, youth and adults in a variety of arts education programs 
including	oil,	acrylic	and	watercolor	painting,	drawing,	pottery,	jewelry	making,	theater	camps,	Kindermusik	programs	and	guitar/piano/voice	
lessons.	At	a	summer	theater	camp,	audiences	of	some	4,000	citizens	enjoyed	youth	performances.	A	recent	Community	Foundation	grant	
provided support for two staff positions.

 “We are most grateful for the support of the Community Foundation. Our organizations share the goal to reach out to underserved popula-
tions. Through the awareness campaign and tuition assistance funded by the Community Foundation, more people know of our amazing 
classes and camps and are now able to participate in them.”  ~ Terri Sullivan, SCAC Board President 

Green resourCe CenTer For aLaBama 
The	 Green resource Center promotes long term sustainable, social, economic and  
environmental	 practices	 by	 helping	 you	 make	 sense	 of	 all	 the	 “green”	 possibilities	
available and by inspiring action. Since 2007, the center has hosted best-practice 
roundtables, sustainability salons, the Saving Our Water Conference and Clover Crawl 
Expo.	The	Community	Foundation	provided	seed	money	to	help	develop	a	resource 
library and e-library; develop recycling partnerships, provide enviro-economic  
solutions	for	clients	and	define	green	jobs.		

hoPe house:  heLPinG FamiLies in BLounT CounTy
From food and clothing to medical care, hope house provides a one-stop 
shop for Blount County residents in need. Grants from our Community Funds 
have supported expansion and improvements in services, including a part-
time	 clinical	 director	 for	 the	 Old	 Oak	 Tree	 clinic	 that	 offers	 free	 mental	 health	 

counseling to veterans and their 
families. 

kid one TransPorT:  inVesTmenT in an innoVaTiVe idea Pays oFF
kid one Transport began with the vision of one man, Hoover firefighter russell  
Jackson, to make access to health care a reality for children in need across this state.  
We	are	proud	to	have	helped	jump-start	this	innovative	program	to	transport	children	
and expectant mothers to necessary health care services. Our grant in 1996 was 
the first ever received by Kid	One	Transport,	which	now	serves	16,000	mothers	and	 
children annually.

Please visit www.foundationbirmingham.org for a more complete list of grants.
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Your CommunitY Foundation:  
ConVener and CatalYst 3

raPid resPonse To emerGinG needs

The	 housing stability Fund was created by your Community Foundation in 2009 with an  

investment of more than $200,000 to help families avoid homelessness in tough economic 

times. Grants through Greater Birmingham ministries, hope house and shelby emergency  

assistance have helped to keep hundreds of families and children in their homes through rental 

and	mortgage	assistance.		 In	one	case,	a	payment	of	 just	$19	was	enough	to	keep	an	elderly	

woman from being evicted from her residence.

PoLiCy ChanGes For heaLThier LiVinG

As Public Policy Chair of the Jefferson County health action Partnership, your Community Foundation 

is leading the effort to develop and advance policy recommendations on behalf of this coalition of 

more than 60 organizations committed to improving health in Jefferson County.  

 

With Birmingham YMCA, we also serve 

as co-chair for Pioneering healthier  

Communities, an effort to put into place policy changes to  

encourage	healthy	eating	and	active	 living.	This	means	 looking	

for ways to make our streets easier to travel on foot, by bike and 

other alternative means.

 

The	Community	Foundation	 serves	 often	 as	a local partner for 

national grants, including several from the Robert Wood Johnson 

Foundation, including one focusing on mental health services 

and one providing fellowships to build the next generation of local health leaders.

makinG nonProFiT orGanizaTions sTronGer

Making nonprofit organizations stronger is smart, because more effective organizations make better use of limited  

philanthropic dollars.  We support local charities through grants, partnerships, options for donors, agency endowment 

management and investment assistance, serving as:

	 	•	 Founding	partner	of	the	nonprofit resource Center of alabama.

	 	•			 Creator	 of	 the	 Cultural alliance of Central alabama to strengthen arts and cultural organizations through  

        a collaborative master plan. 

We take seriously our role as a neutral convener, encouraging cooperation and bringing people 

together to learn and to act on community issues. Using dollars from Community Funds, we often 

provide seed funding or a matching grant that serves as the catalyst for additional dollars from 

government programs or private foundations. We are always looking for the best opportunities to 

collaborate with our donors and other funding sources as we build the kind of community citizens 

want for themselves.
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eduCaTion:  Pre-k oPPorTuniTies, LoCaL sChooLs, sChoLarshiPs

Through	 the	 alabama school readiness alliance, your Community Foundation was part of a successful push to  

increase state support for voluntary, high quality pre-K opportunities for all Alabama 4-year-olds.  

Starting in 2007, we led a grassroots initiative called yes we Can! Birmingham	 (YWC!B)	 to	 provide	 a	 voice	 for	 

children,	families	and	communities	of	Birmingham	in	their	city’s	schools.		In	2008,	after	Community	Conversations	with	

2,000 people across the city, YWC!B created a Community Agreement that became part of the strategic plan for the  

Birmingham Board of education.

Today,	 with	 support	 from	 your	 Community	 Foundation,	 a	 new	 Birmingham education Foundation brings together  

people interested in supporting the goals outlined in the Community Agreement and keeping the community engaged 

and involved in local schools.

We also promote education by helping individuals, families and businesses find effective ways to award scholarships 

(more	than	$400,000	annually).

sysTemiC soCiaL ChanGe For women and GirLs

The women’s Fund pursues innovative solutions to complex problems by 

changing systems or building systems where none exist, by filling in gaps to  

connect services and by building collaborations to improve the status and well-

being of women and girls. Voices against Violence initiative received the 2009 

national	Critical	 Impact	Award	 from	the	Council	on	Foundations	 for	 reducing	

the	 incidence	 of	 domestic	 violence	 assaults	 in	 our	 community.	Next	 on	The	

Women’s Fund agenda is a multi-pronged approach to move women toward 

economic security, since single mothers and their children are the largest  

category of people living in poverty.

“Voices Against Violence has invested $236,000 to reduce the incidence of  
domestic violence assaults in our community. The momentum of that investment  
continues to build as new partners come on board, resulting in more cases tried and 
more perpetrators convicted.” ~ Agnes Chappell, Birmingham Municipal Judge
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Here	 is	 the	 background.	 	 The	 Community	 Foundation	 is	 interested	 in	 parks	 and	 green	 space	 because	 we	
know where there are parks people are active and health indicators are better. We also know parks revitalize  
neighborhoods and attract young professionals and businesses.
 
When railroad Park, red mountain Park and ruffner mountain nature Center	were	all	working	on	expansion	projects,		
we convened	the	leadership	of	these	three	parks	and	they	agreed	to	a	joint	campaign.	The	Community	Foundation 
invested the first gift, a grant of $1 million. We then leveraged other foundations and the business community by 
asking	them	to	join	us.	In	a	little	over	one	year	we	raised	just	over	$15	million.	As	a	result	Birmingham	will	be	one	
of the greenest communities per capita in the nation.
 
Just imagine repeating this process again and again:  convening, investing, leveraging and catalyzing big initiatives. 
Our new Community Catalyst Funds	(see	facing	page)	will	provide	the	resources	to	drive	this	process.		The	appetite	
for this strategy for change is enormous.  

the three Parks initiatiVe:  
a transFormational model

Our	 Three	 Parks	 Initiative	 exemplifies	 our three key roles: high impact grantmaking, growing  

philanthropy and serving as a convener and catalyst.  Most important, this represents a  

transformational model that we will continue for our next 50 years. 
 

 “The Community Foundation has been a key player 
in the progress we have enjoyed with Red Mountain 

Park.  Without their fundraising support and vision 
for the three park projects that will make our city a 
national leader in green space, we would not be as 

far along as we are today.”
~Steve Jones, Board Chair, Red Mountain Park

railroad Park:  
21.5 acres of stream, lake and green space in 
the heart of downtown Birmingham

red mountain Park: 
1,108 acres of trees, trails and recreation atop 
Red Mountain in the Oxmoor Valley
           

ruffner mountain nature Center:  
1,011 acres of nature preserve dedicated to  
environmental education



205.327.3800

shared vision + pooled gifts = transformational change 

Today,	 our	 Community	 Funds	 represent	 the	 chief	 source	 of	 funding	 for	 proactive leadership through  

special projects, initiatives and strategic grantmaking. As you can see from the preceding pages,  

we have accomplished so much thanks to the generosity of donors who provided these valuable flexible  

funds to serve our community. 

We launched Community Catalyst Funds for our 50th anniversary as a new kind of venture philanthropy, 

a way to invest in a shared vision that will transform our community.	 Our	 work	 on	 the	 Three	 Parks	 

Initiative	 serves	 as	 a	 successful	model,	 demonstrating	 the	power	 of	 our	 key	 grant	 in	 seeding	 support	 from	

other grantmakers and transforming our community with the creation of Railroad and Red Mountain parks and  

strategic additions to Ruffner Mountain Nature Center. 

Community Catalyst Funds continue to grow, with gifts that range from $20 to $2 million, and our donors are 

engaged in the challenging and rewarding work of community investment.

  Together we listen to what the community wants for itself. 

  Together we gather data about pressing needs and potential for success.

  Together we invest and seek partnerships to build a brighter future. 

 

Join us and experience the power of philanthropy to create truly transformational change. Find out more 

about Community Catalyst Funds at www.foundationbirmingham.org/imagine or call 327-3804.

Building a Brighter Future together  
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ConneCting You to make liFe Better 

Your Community Foundation can connect you to the needs of this community and to emerging opportunities.  We can provide the vehicle to 
maximize	the	impact	of	your	charitable	giving	as	your	trusted	partner.		Together	we	can	make	life	better	for	all.
  
Your Community Foundation is a public endowment, created to serve the people of Jefferson, shelby, st. Clair, Blount and walker  
counties. We rank in the top 50 among some 700 community foundations across the nation, providing special value to hundreds of charitable  
individuals, families and businesses as a high-impact grantmaker, a catalyst and convener on community issues and trusted partner in growing  
philanthropy.

  do you wanT To meeT The mosT PressinG needs oF our CommuniTy or inVesT in emerGinG oPPorTuniTies?
  •  You can make a current gift or leave a bequest to our Community Funds for general grantmaking or grants focused on a  
   specific area of interest.
  •			 Learn	about	important	projects	screened	through	our	grantmaking	process	and	let	us	introduce	you	to	new	efforts.
  •   Sign up on our website to receive our “50 ways to Love your Community” weekly e-mail highlighting ways to appreciate  
   and serve this great place we call home.

  do you wanT To BrinG your FamiLy or your Business ToGeTher around Common VaLues and The  

  imPorTanCe oF GiVinG BaCk To The CommuniTy?   
  •   advised Funds and supporting Foundations offer tax advantages and cost savings not available with private foundations. 
  • We offer expert advice on community needs and grant administration.
 
  do you wanT To ProVide suPPorT For a ParTiCuLar nonProFiT aGenCy, reLiGious or eduCaTionaL  
  insTiTuTion?
  •   Our Charitable real estate Foundation accepts gifts of real estate to benefit any local nonprofit organization.
  •  designated and agency endowment Funds can support one or more organizations in perpetuity.
 
  do you wanT To suPPorT your CommuniTy in The FuTure ThrouGh a PLanned GiFT?
  •  Become a member of our Community Builder Legacy society by including the Community Foundation in your estate plan.
 
  do you wanT To Be ParT oF TransForminG our CommuniTy in BiG ways, ForeVer?
  •   Become a venture philanthropist through a gift to our Community Catalyst Funds to support innovative initiatives. 
 
  do you wanT To sTay ConneCTed wiTh us?
  •   Connect to your Community Foundation through Facebook, Twitter, Linkedin or our blog through our main website:  
   www.foundationbirmingham.org
  •   Call 327-3804 to learn more about giving tools or ask your attorney, accountant or financial planner to review the variety  
   of giving options available through your Community Foundation. we want to hear from you.

2100 First Avenue North, Suite 700, Birmingham AL, 35203

www.foundationbirmingham.org  205-327-3800

See our website for our full Report to the Community.

Find us on


